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SCO heads strongly
condemn terrorist
attack in Pahalgam

Declaration was signed and adopted by all members; they also oppose

‘unilateral coercive measures, including those of an economic nature’

Vighnesh P. Venkitesh
TIANJIN

he 10-member
T Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organisation

on Monday “strongly con-
demned” terrorism in all
its forms and manifesta-
tions, including the Pahal-
gam attack and the attacks
on Jaffar Express and
Khuzdar in Pakistan.

The Tianjin Declaration,
signed and adopted by all
members, including India,
Pakistan, and Russia,
called for an end to “cross-
border movement” of ter-
rorists. The declaration
reaffirmed the bloc’s “firm
commitment to fight

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Chinese President Xi Jinping
and Russian President Vladimir Putin in Tianjin on Monday. AnI

Oppose terrorism:
PM at SCO summit

Modi touts peace
as he meets Putin
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border movement” of ter-
rorists. The declaration
reaffirmed the bloc’s “firm
commitment to fight
against terrorism, separa-
tism, and extremism”, and
stressed the inadmissibili-
ty of attempts to use terro-
rist, separatist, and extre-
mist groups for
“mercenary purposes”.

The member states also
opposed “unilateral coer-
cive measures, including
those of an economic na-
ture”, that contravene the
United Nations charter and
principles of the World
Trade Organization, in a
possible reference to the
U.S. tariffs.

Chinese President Xi
Jinping, who chaired the

Oppose terrorism:
PM at SCO summit

TIANJIN

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
asked whether “open support”
of terrorism by some countries
was acceptable, as he spoke at
the summit meet of the heads
of state of the SCO on Monday.
“We must jointly oppose
terrorism in all its forms and
colours,” he said. » PAGE 11

Modi touts peace
as he meets Putin

TIANJIN

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
met Russian President Vladimir
Putin on Monday and stressed
the need for a ceasefire in
Ukraine. “Had an excellent
meeting with President Putin...
Discussed ways to deepen
bilateral cooperation in all
sectors,” he said. » PAGE 11
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meeting of the heads of the
member states, in his
opening remarks, criti-
cised the “bullying beha-
viour” in the world order
and called upon leaders to

“adhere to fairness and jus-
tice” while opposing “cold
war mentality”.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10
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SCO heads condemn
Pahalgam terror attack

“The shadows of Cold War mentality, bullying, are
not dissipating, and there are new challenges that
are increasing, not diminishing,” said Mr. Xi, who
has often used the term “cold war mentality” to
refer to the uncertainties over the U.S. tariffs.

The declaration at the summit, which focused
on strengthening the Global South amid global
uncertainties in trade and a “fluid and chaotic glo-
bal situation”, opened by stating that the world
was undergoing “profound historical changes that
affect all spheres of political, socio-economic, and
social relations”. Mr. Xi, who chaired the ‘SCO
plus’ meeting on Monday afternoon, proposed a
Global Governance Initiative (GGI), calling on
countries to work in concert for a more just and
equitable global governance system, abiding by
international rule of law, practising multilateral-
ism, advocating the people-centered approach,
and focusing on taking real actions.

China’s Foreign Minister Wang Yi, following the
summit on Monday night, said the GGI aims at
supporting the UN’s central role in international
affairs and encouraging countries to participate in
the reform of global governance system by relying
on multilateral mechanisms. He also said that Pa-
kistan and Armenia had announced development
of diplomatic relationship at the summit.
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Announcing that the grouping has decided to
merge the statuses given to non-member coun-
tries — dialogue partner and observer — to a single
partner status, Mr. Wang said that Laos has been
accepted as a partner country of the SCO, taking
the total strength of the grouping to 27 with 10
members and 17 partners. Secretary-General of
the SCO, Nurlan Yermekbayev, said that an agree-
ment was made to establish an SCO development
bank, a long-term ambition of Beijing.

Taking note of Israel’s ongoing war on Gaza and
the catastrophic humanitarian situation engulfing
the Gaza Strip, all the member states expressed
“deep concern” and strongly condemned “ac-
tions that have led to numerous casualties among
the civilian population” in the enclave. A “com-
prehensive and just settlement” of the Palestinian
issue is the only way to ensure peace in West Asia,
the declaration said.

India also joined the fellow members of the
grouping to strongly condemn the military strikes
by Israel and the U.S. against Iran, a member
state, in June that targeted Tehran’s nuclear facil-
ities. The member states reaffirmed the impor-
tance of the UN Security Council resolution 2231
which included provisions for lifting sanctions im-
posed on Iran over its nuclear programime.

The declaration also took note of the political
situation in Afghanistan, which holds an observer
status in the grouping but did not attend the sum-
mit. The members reiterated that the formation of
an “inclusive government with broad participa-
tion of representatives of all ethno-political
groups” of the society is the only way to achieve
lasting peace and stability in Afghanistan.

N 0 ) a\'I )Y
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All the member states, except India, also reaf-
firmed their support for China’s Belt and Road In-
itiative. Mr. Xi, in his opening remarks, also
pledged to provide ¥2 billion in grants to member
countries within this year, and an additional ¥10
billion in loan to member banks of the SCO Inter-
bank Consortium over the next three years. He al-
so said that the group should set up an “SCO deve-
lopment bank” as soon as possible.

The declaration also welcomed a resolution by
the UN General Assembly that called for “combat-
ing glorification of Nazism, neo-Nazism and other
practices that contribute to escalating contempor-
ary forms of racism, xenophobia and related
intolerance”.

(With inputs from Suhasini Haider)
Vighnesh P. Venkitesh is in China at an invitation
from the China Public Diplomacy Association.
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Over 800 killed, 2,800 injured as
earthquake strikes Afghanistan

Agence France-Presse
NURGAL

A strong earthquake and
multiple aftershocks col-
lapsed homes onto sleep-
ing families in a remote,
mountainous region in Af-
ghanistan on Monday, kill-
ing more than 800 people
and injuring at least 2,800.

A massive rescue opera-
tion is under way in the
area, according to the Tali-
ban authorities.

The 6.0-magnitude
earthquake struck just be-
fore midnight, rattling
buildings from Kabul to

Devastating disaster: Civil defence workers, local people, and
soldiers helping the injured in earthquake-hit Afghanistan. Ap

neighbouring Pakistan’s
capital, Islamabad.

The epicentre was
about 27 km off Jalalabad
in Nangarhar province, ac-
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cording to the U.S. Geolog-

ical Survey.

FULL REPORT ON
» PAGE 14

India extends
assistance to
earthquake-hit
Afghanistan

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

India on Monday started
sending relief material for
the earthquake-affected
people of Afghanistan.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi condoled the loss
of lives and said India
would provide “all possible
humanitarian aid” to Af-
ghanistan. “0Our thoughts
and prayers are with the
bereaved families in this
difficult hour, and we wish
a speedy recovery to the in-
jured,” Mr. Modi said in a
message.

Earlier, External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar
spoke with the ‘Foreign Mi-
nister’ of Taliban adminis-
tration, Amir Khan Mutta-
gi. “Conveyed that India
has delivered 1,000 family
tents today in Kabul. 15
tonnes of food material is
also being immediately
moved by Indian Mission
from Kabul to Kunar.
Further relief material will
be sent from India starting
tomorrow,” he said.
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Uttarakhand issues
rules for 10% job
quota for Agniveers

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Uttarakhand govern-
ment on Monday issued
rules for 10% horizontal
reservation for Agniveers
in direct recruitment in
State services.

According to the Hori-
zontal Reservation Rules,
2025, issued by the Per-
sonnel and Vigilance De-
partment, retired Agni-
veers can now be
employed in Group C ser-
vices, including wvarious
uniformed posts such as
police constable, fire offi-
cial, deputy jailer, forest
guard, forest inspector, ex-
cise constable, enforce-
ment constable, and Se-
cretariat guard.

The horizontal
reservation will be
applicable across all
categories: general,
SC/ST, and OBC

This reservation is ap-
plicable across all catego-
ries, including general, SC/
ST, and OBC.

According to the noti-
fied rules, Agniveers will
be exempted from the
physical efficiency test in
direct recruitment and gi-
ven relaxation in the maxi-
mum age limit.

The proposal to provide
quota for Agniveers in
State government jobs was
approved by the Cabinet
last month.
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Centre launches ‘Adi Vaani' to
translate Adivasi languages

The Ministry of Tribal Affairs on Monday
launched the beta version of its Adi Vaani Adivasi
language translation application and website at
the Dr. Ambedkar International Centre in New
Delhi, with Minister of State Durgadas Uikey
saying that it will “help bridge communication
gaps for tribal communities in remote areas and
empower tribal youth digitally”. The

Indian Navy ships conclude

government, in a statement, called it a

Saudi visit with joint exercise

“landmark initiative towards inclusive tribal
empowerment and linguistic preservation”. The
app, which has been in development for over a
year now, has capabilities to translate Adivasi
languages to and from Hindi and English. In its
first phase, the supported languages include
Gondi, Bhili, Mundari, Santali, Kui, and Garo.

Indian Navy warships INS Tamal and INS Surat
(in picture) concluded their port call at Jeddah in
Saudi Arabia on August 30, with a passage
exercise alongside the Royal Saudi Naval Forces
(RSNF) corvette HMS Jazan, before proceeding
on deployment. The ships engaged extensively
with the RSNF and Saudi Border Guard through
sports fixtures and interactions with personnel.
On August 28, the vessels hosted India’s
Ambassador to Saudi Arabia, Dr. Suhel Ajaz
Khan, onboard. The visit underscored India’s
commitment to strengthening defence
cooperation with Saudi Arabia while offering
both navies opportunities to share best practices
and explore future engagements.
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SC issues notice over
‘denial’ of Samagra
Shiksha funds to T.N.

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court decid-
ed to step in after Tamil Na-
du complained on Monday
about having to bear over
3,000 crore in reimburse-
ments to private schools
for admissions to economi-
cally disadvantaged stu-
dents under the Right to
Education (RTE) Act, after
the Centre refused to part
with its share under the Sa-
magra Shiksha scheme.

A Bench headed by Jus-
tice Vikram Nath issued
formal notice to the Centre
on an appeal by the State
against a Madras High
Court decision of June 10,
which delinked the reim-
bursements under the RTE
Act from the Centre’s fi-
nancial obligations to Ta-
mil Nadu under the
scheme. The 2009 Act re-
guires private school man-
agements to admit chil-
dren from economically
disadvantaged back-
grounds to the extent of

Appearing for Tamil Na-
du, senior advocate P. Wil-
son submitted that the
Centre and State had con-
current responsibility to
fund the education of poor
and disadvantaged chil-
dren under Section 7 of the
RTE Act, 2009.

“The Madras High Court
erred in ruling that only
the State is primarily res-
ponsible for these expendi-
tures. The Madras High
Court had directed the
State to bear the entire fi-
nancial responsibility for
the 2025-2026 academic
year. It should have also di-
rected the Central govern-
ment to contribute,” Mr.
Wilson argued.

Arbitrary move

He said that the Centre’s in-
sistence on linking fund
disbursement under Sama-
gra Shiksha scheme to
comply with NEP guide-
lines was arbitrary. The
Bench ordered the Centre
to respond to the State’s
petition in four weeks.

Odisha Civil Service Examination

bursements under the RTE
Act from the Centre’s fi-
nancial obligations to Ta-
mil Nadu under the
scheme. The 2009 Act re-
quires private school man-
agements to admit chil-
dren from economically
disadvantaged back-
grounds to the extent of
25% of their strength in en-
try-level classes free of
charge. The State is obliged
to reimburse the schools.

Doubts raised

The Centre had argued in
the High Court that “there
are issues regarding dis-
bursement of funds” un-
der the Samagra Shiksha
scheme as Tamil Nadu had
refused to implement the
National Education Policy
2020 (NEP 2020). The
State had raised doubts
about the three-language
policy of NEP 2020 with a
premium on Hindi, view-
ing it as a challenge to re-
gional linguistic diversity.

A

Arbitrary move

He said that the Centre’s in-
sistence on linking fund
disbursement under Sama-
gra Shiksha scheme to
comply with NEP guide-
lines was arbitrary. The
Bench ordered the Centre
to respond to the State’s
petition in four weeks.

“It is common know-
ledge that the Central go-
vernment has been propa-
gating its political agendas
through the Samagra
Shiksha scheme. A dis-
agreement in political ide-
ology cannot become an
obstacle for a State govern-
ment from implementing
the provisions of the Sama-
gra Shiksha scheme and
the RTE Act. Unless both
the Central and the State
governments work in un-
ison, the provisions of the
RTE Act and Samagra
Shiksha Scheme cannot be
implemented in their full
spirit,” the Tamil Nadu pe-
tition said.
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New Bairabi-Sairang rail line set to
improve connectivity in Mizoram

Anil Kumar Sast
AIZAWL

Mizoram will soon be con-
nected to the national rail-
way network when Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in-
augurates the 51.38-km Bai-
rabi-Sairang broad-gauge
line, constructed at an esti-
mated 25,021 crore, in the
second week of
September.

The new line terminat-
ing at Sairang will connect
Aizawl, the State capital
about 20 km away, with
the rest of the country. The
line links Silchar in Assam
via Bhodahpur Junction,
integrating the network
with Assam, Tripura, and
Arunachal Pradesh.

Indian Railways has big
plans to connect the other
northeastern States of Na-
galand, Manipur, Megha-
laya, and Sikkim with the

Odisha Civil Service Examination

The line ending at Sairang, about 20 km from Aizawl, connects the
State capital with other northeastern States. ANIL KUMAR SASTRY

national network by 2030,
a senior Northeast Frontier
Railway official said.

The official told visiting
presspersons on Sunday
that the project fulfilled the
cherished dream of Mizo-
ram residents for railway
connectivity to the State
capital.

While access by road
took long hours of travel,

flying was expensive. Tra-
vel by train would provide
an affordable options to all
categories of people, be-
sides boosting economic
activities in the region with
a special focus on tourism,
the official said.

The new line has 48 tun-
nels with a total length of
12.85 km, the longest being
about 1.37 km; 55 major

bridges with the longest
being about 1.3 km and the
tallest, Krung Bridge at Sai-
rang, being 114 m from the
base; 87 minor bridges;
five road overbridges; and
six road underbridges.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi virtually laid the
foundation stone for the
project on November 29,
2014, He virtually flagged
off the first passenger train
between Bairabi and Sil-
char on May 27, 2016.

The official said almost
all essential items to Mizo-
ram were brought from Sil-
char in Assam, a journey of
about 10 hours by road.
With the new line, the tra-
vel time gets reduced to
about three hours.

(The reporter is on a
field visit organised by the
Indian Railways to get a
first-hand experience of the
Bairabi-Sairang-Line.)
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Manufacturing PMI rises to 17-year high in August

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Activity in the manufactur-
ing sector in August 2025
expanded at the fastest
rate in more than 17 years,
propelled by a demand-
driven rise in new orders
and production, according

to a private sector survay.
The HSBC India Manu-
facturing Purchasing Man-
agers’ Index (PMI) climbed
to 59.3 in August from 59.1
in July, indicating the “fas-
test improvement in oper-
ating conditions for 17-and-
a-half years”, the report
said. The graphs included

in the report show that In-
dias manufacturing PMI
was  last  higher in
mid-2008.

“Companies upped the
pace at which additional
materials were bought,
and more jobs were creat-
ed, partly reflecting posi-
tive expectations regarding

Maruti starts shipping e Vitaras
to 12 European countries

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

Maruti Suzuki India Led.
said it has commenced ex-
ports of Suzuki's first bat-

tery electric vehicle (BEV),
the e Vitara, to Europe.
More than 2,900 units
were on Monday shipped
from Pipavav Port in Guja-
rat to 12 European coun-

tries — the United King-
dom, Germany, Norway,
France, Denmark, Switzer-
land, the Netherlands,
Sweden, Hungary, leeland,
Austria, and Belgium.
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the outlook,” the report
said. The survey report
went on to explain that the
uptick in the headline PMI
figure reflected an acceler-
ation in the growth of pro-
duction volumes, which
grew the gquickest in close
to five years.

“The increase of LS. ta-

riff on Indian goods to 50%
might have contributed to
the slight easing in new ex-
port orders growth, as
American buyers refrain
from placing orders in the
midst of tariff uncertainty,”
said Pranjul Bhandari,
Chief India Economist at
HSBC.

NMDC'’s iron ore production
climbed 10% in August, sales 8%

The Hindu Burean
HYDERABAD

NMDC's iron-ore produc-
tion in August rose almost
10% to 3.37 million tonne

A

(MT)y compared with the
3.07 MT a year earlier.
Sales of the key raw ma-

terial for steel at 3.39 MT

(3.14 MT) were almost 8%
higher, as per exchange fil-

ings, NMDC reported a
27.85% rise in the output
for the five months, ended
Aungust, to 185,45 MT (14.43
MT). Sales climbed 12.90%
to 1837 MT (16.27 MT).

WWW.0cCscorner.in

Q1 FY26 current account

deficit narrows to $2.4 billion

India’s current account deficit (CAD) narrowed to
£2.4 billion (0.2% of GDP) in the April-June
quarter ()1 FY26) from $58.6 billion (0.9% of GDP)
in the yvear-ago period and against a surplus of %
13.5 billion {1.3% of GDI) in (4 FY25, according
to data released by RBl on Monday. Merchandise
trade deficit at $68.5 billion in Q1 FY26 was
higher than $63.8 billion in Q1 FY25. Net services
receipts increased to § 47.9 billion in Q1 FY26
from ¥ 39.7 billion a year ago.
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GST revenue rises 6.5% to

21.86 lakh cr. in August

GST collection in August rose 6.5% to over 1186
lakh crore with increased domestic sales, and the
upcoming festive season is likely to swell the kitty
going forward. The August Goods and Services
Tax (GST) mop-up is, however, lower than ¥1.96
lakh crore collected in July. In August 2024, the
collection was £1.75 lakh crore. The gross
domestic revenue grew 9.6% to ¥1.37 lakh crore,
while tax from imports dipped 1.2% to 149,354
crore in August. e
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D 8260224080



Geographers uncover why some
rivers stay single while others split

Single-thread and multi-thread rivers feature different flood and erosion risks and ecosystem services. These attributes are becoming more relevant
as people cope with more powerful water weather events. As a result, the mechanism that dictates threading has been becoming a research focus

G.B.S.N.P. Varma

ome rivers split up as they flow

while some others don't. This

riverine phenomenon has

intrigued researchers for
decades. What determines whether a
river flows as a single thread or develops
into a multi-threaded system? The
question may sound simple but it has
become a fundamental issue in river
geomorphology, straddling concepts
across geology, geography, ecology, and
engineering.

Now, geographers at the University of
California Santa Barbara (UCSB) have
reported in a paper published in Science
that they have solved the mystery.

By analysing the dynamics of 84 rivers
over 36 years using satellite imagery and a
novel image processing technique called
particle image velocimetry, they say they
have discovered the physical mechanism
that causes there to be two types of rivers.

“We found that single-thread rivers are
characterised by equilibrium between
bank erosion and bar accretion —
essentially, material lost from one bank is
balanced by the material deposited on the
other, maintaining a stable width,” the

study’s senior author and and associate T ki SR g7
professor of geography at UCSB Vamsi The Karnali River (known as Ghaghara in India} bifurcates in Nepal. SHERPARINJI {CC BY-S4)
Ganti said.

In contrast, he continued, satellites. They studied 36 years of global and decades, because the flow laterally
multi-threaded rivers consistently exhibit Landsat images, covering the period from QQ erodes riverbanks faster than it deposits
higher rates of erosion relative to the 1985 to 2021. From a worldwide survey of along them.”
deposition on the opposite banks, leading | nearly 400 river sections, they chose 84 There is growing recognition that The find went against the conventional
to the channel widening and eventually that were wide enough and moved at a many rivers have historically wisdom that erosion and deposition are in
solitting. This imbalance. ver the work. is | speed suitable for their analvsis. These trmcdtinmad frnen resbi ahaneal 6a equilibrium.
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All of India
breathes bad
air, AQLI 2025
report says

Privali Prakash

‘While north Indian cities such as Delhi,
Ghaziabad, and Kanpur are notorious for
their air pollution, almost everyone living
in India breathes air dirtier than what the
World Health Organisation (WHO) has
deemed safe.

According to the Air Quality Life Index
(AQLL 2025 annual update, all of India
lives in areas where the annual average
particulate pollution level (PM2.5)
exceeds the WHO annual average limit of
5 pg/me,

The country’s northern plains,
however, remain the greater offenders,
exposing an estimated 544.4 million
people to bad air.

The AQLI report is based on global
pollution data from 2023, Atmospheric
pollution levels rose planetwide in 2023
following two relatively quiescent years
due to the COVID-9 pandemic.

The report was put together by the
Energy Policy Institute at the University of
Chicago. The air quality in India is also
bad by its own standards, which are more
lenient than those of the WHO. According
to the report, 46% of India’s people live in
areas where the national annual PM2.5
standard of 40 pg/m3 has been breached.

The report also said Delhi will
experience the greatest benefit among
India’s cities by lowering particulate
pollution to the WHO's recommendation,
adding 8.2 years to life expectancy.
Because the whole country currently
breathes subpar air, even those in the
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Air quality in India is bad its

own standards, which are more
lenient. According to the report,
46% of Indians live in areas
where the PM2.5 standard of 40
pug/m3 has been breached

cleanest areas could live 9.4 months more
if their air is cleaned up, the report found.

The problem transcends borders, of
course. Emissions from Bangladesh,
India, Nepal, and Pakistan have together
blanketed a big swath of South Asia with
polluted air.

Bangladesh in particular has
consistently been the most polluted
country in the region for years. In 2023,
the country’s air had 12x greater PM2.5
concentration than the WHO guidelines —
and improving it could add 5.5 years on
average to resident Bangladeshis' lives.
The report estimated the potential gain to
be highest in Gazipur, where residents
could live 7.1 years longer.

China noted a consistent decrease in
pollution over the last decade. China,
however, has been somewhat of a notable
exception: while the concentration of
harmful particles in its air grew by 2.8% in
2023, the air quality has been improving
for a decade.

This is not accidental. Even with the
2.8% increase in 2023, the particulate
concentration was still 40.8% lower than
what it was in 20014, Among other policies,
the country has restricted the number of
cars on the roads in large cities such as
Beijing, Shanghai, and Guangzhou; cut its
iron- and steel-making capacity; banned
new coal plants in specific regions; and
replaced coal-based home heating
solutions with gas or electric heaters, the
AQLI report noted. Then again, a lot
remains to be done. Even if China’s air is
cleaner than India’s, the people of China
are also exposed to more PM2.5 levels
than the WHO's threshold.

Worldwide, the global PM2.5
concentration in 2023 was 1.5% higher
than in 2022 and almost 5x times over the
WHO limit. Indeed, the report identified
particulate pollution as the “greatest
external threat to human life expectancy™
in 2023,

privali.prakash@thehinduw.co.in
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ISRO seeks proposals from scientific
community to study Chandrayaan-3 data

The Hindu Burean
BENGALURU

The Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) on
Monday issued an Announ-
cement of Opportunity
(AO) for scientific analysis
and utilisation of data from
all experiments of Chan-
drayaan-3 lander and
rover.

The Chandrayaan-3 mis-
sion achieved historic soft-
landing in the southern
high latitudes of the moon
on August 23, 2023, mak-
ing India the first nation to
touch down on the polar
region of the moon.

“To enhance the science
outcome of the Chan-
drayaan-3 mission, ISRO
seeks proposals from the

- o

national scientific com-
munity (outside ISRO/De-
partment of  Space)
through this AO, towards
scientific analysis and utili-
sation of data from all ex-
periments of  Chan-
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Lunar lessons: The opportunity will allow researchers to analyse
data from the Chandrayaan-3 lander and rover. ISRO/ANI

drayaan-3 lander and
rover,” the ISRO said.

The AO is open to all fa-
culty and researchers from
recognised academia, re-
search institutions, univer-
sities, colleges and govern-

. CIVIL_ SERVICE CORNER

ment organisations of

India.

“Only those having a mi-
nimum remaining service
of four years before supe-
rannuation are eligible to
lead the project as Princi-
pal Investigator (PI). There
could be multiple Co-Pls in
the proposal, however, PI
will be the focal point for
all communications relat-
ed to the proposal. The
proposals must be for-
warded through the head
of the institutions, with ap-
propriate assurance for
providing,” the ISRO said.

The deadline for sub-
mission of proposals is Oc-
tober 21, 2025. The space
agency said that the pro-
ject shall be completed
within three years.
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SC refuses to entertain plea against roll-out
of 20% ethanol-blended petrol nationwide

Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday dismissed a peti-
tion challenging the na-
tionwide roll-out of 20%
ethanol-blended  petrol
(E20) which alleged that
millions of motorists were
being compelled to use
fuel unsuited to their vehi-
cles without the option of
getting ethanol-free petrol.

A Bench of Chief Justice
of India (CJI) B.R. Gavai
and Justice K. Vinod Chan-
dran refused to entertain
the petition after the Union
government defended the
ethanol-blending pro-
gramme as a measure to
bolster the income of sugar
cane farmers and conserve
foreign exchange.

Senior advocate Shadan
Farasat, appearing for peti-
tioner Akshay Malhotra,
cited NITI Aayog's 2021 re-
port “Roadmap for ethanol
blending in India 2020-
25", which noted that
blending ethanol up to
20% could cut fuel efficien-
cy by 6-7% in four-wheelers

1] il

The petition says the palicy violates fundamental rights of vehicle

-

owners whose automaobiles are incompatible with E20. FILE PHOTO

and 3-4% in two-wheelers.
He clarified that the peti-
tioner was not opposing
ethanol blending as a poli-
cy, but only sought the
continued availability of
ethanol-free petrol for veh-
icles manufactured before
April 2023, which are not
compatible with E20 fuel.
Attorney-General E.
Venkataramani, represent-
ing the Centre, questioned
the bona fides of the plea,
alleging that the petitioner
was merely a “name-len-
der™ and that the challenge
reflected the interests of a

larger lobby intent on ob-
structing India’s clean fuel
transition.

“The policy benefits our
sugar cane farmers and
saves precious foreign ex-
change. Will people out-
side the country dictate
what kind of fuel India
should use?” the Attorney-
General remarked during
the hearing. “Dismissed,”
the Bench said, after a brief
exchange, declining to in-
terfere with the govern-
ment's policy.

E20 fuel has been gra-
dually introduced since
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2023, replacing earlier
blends such as E5 and EI10,
which were regarded as
more compatible with ol-
der vehicles. These alter-
natives have now been
phased out from almaost all
of the country’s 90,000
fuel stations. The ethanaol-
blending programme is
central to India’s strategy
to lower carbon emissions
and reduce dependence
on crude oil imports.

Last month, the Minis-
try of Petroleum and Natu-
ral Gas endorsed the use of
E20, claiming it offers “bet-
ter acceleration and im-
proved ride quality” in ad-
dition to supporting the
livelihoods of farmers.

Officials further clarified
that the validity of vehicle
insurance policies remains
unaffected by the use of
E20.

‘Consumer choice’

The petition contended
that the policy violated the
fundamental rights of vehi-
cle owners whose automo-
hiles are incompatible with
E20, as it left them with no

N L)

option to purchase etha-
nol-free petrol. It further
argued that the absence of
public awareness and
proper labelling of fuel
pumps breached the right
to informed consumer
choice under the Consum-
er Protection Act, 2019,

“It is also relevant to
mention that as the vehi-
cles are not compatible
with ethanol-blended pe-
trol, which will result in
damage to the said vehi-
cles, the claim raised in
this regard will not be co-
vered by the manufactur-
ers or the insurance com-
panies, as the consumers
have violated the terms
specified by the manufac-
turers/insurance compa-
nies,” the petition said.

It sought directions to
the authorities to mandate
ethanol labelling at all pe-
trol pumps and dispensing
units, and to conduct a
“nationwide impact study
on mechanical degrada-
tion and efficiency loss due
to ethanol blended fuel to
the extent of 20% usage in
non-compliant vehicles.”
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What is CEREBO, the brain
tool developed indigenously?

How are traumatic brain injuries caused? Why would the tool be particularly useful in rural areas?

Bindu Shajan Perappadan

The story so far:
EREEBO is a novel hand-held,
portable non-invasive brain
injury diagnostic tool,
developed through a
collaboration between the Indian Council
of Medical Research (ICMR), the Medical
Device & Diagnostics Mission Secretariat
(MDMS), AIIMS Bhopal, NIMHANS
Bengaluru, and Bioscan Research. The
device is to be used for Traumatic Brain
Injuries (TBls) and can detect intracranial
bleeding and edema within a minute. It is
safe for infants and pregnant women, and
can be used by paramedic staff as well as
unskilled personnel.

Why is this device important?
Offered as an option in settings where
advanced diagnostic tools like CT or MRI
scans are inaccessible or delayed,
CEREBO provides colour-coded,
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radiation-free, and cost-effective results.
The device is designed for deployment in
ambulances, trauma centres, rural clinics,
and disaster response units and is aimed
at enhancing early TBI detection and
patient outcomes. According to the ICMR,
CEREBO has undergone clinical
validation, regulatory approvals, and
feasibility studies, paving the way for
global adoption in emergency and
military healthcare systems.

ICMR added that multi-centre clinical
performance evaluation and utility trials
were conducted at leading trauma care
and neurosurgical centres to generate
prospective evidence on diagnostic
accuracy, time-to-decision benefits, and
integration feasibility within emergency
care pathways. Post-market surveillance
supported by ICMR-MDMS further
confirmed its role in user adoption as a
tool for effectively triaging patients for
further neurological assessments. Health
technology assessments also

. CIVIL_ SERVICE CORNER

recommended the adoption of the device
in tertiary care to accelerate CT scans,
optimise triage, and reduce imaging costs.

What is TBI?

TBIs are a significant public health
challenge, particularly in emergency
settings, rural areas, and underserved
populations. Traditional diagnostic
methods, such as the Glasgow Coma Scale
(GCS), are prone to errors and subjective
interpretations, while imaging techniques
require specialised infrastructure, trained
personnel, and are cost-intensive. It is to
address this issue that CEREBO has been
developed using advanced near-infrared
spectroscopy technology powered by
machine learning.

TBI is a condition caused by a sudden
trauma or injury to the head, which
disrupts normal brain function. This
injury can range from mild (concussion)
to severe, often resulting in long-term
physical, cognitive, emotional, and

WWW.0cCscorner.in

behavioural impairments. The severity of
TBI depends on factors such as the force
of impact, the location of the injury, and
the individual's overall health. According
to an article titled, ‘Epidemiology of
traumatic brain injuries: Indian scenario’,
TBIs are a leading cause of morbidity,
mortality, disability and socio-economic
losses in India and other developing
countries. It is estimated that nearly 1.5 to
2 million persons are injured and one
million succumb to death every year in
India. Road traffic injuries are the leading
cause (60%) of TBIs followed by falls
(20%-25%) and violence (10%).

It is possible for a TBI to go
undiagnosed initially, especially if
symptoms are mild or if there are no
visible signs of injury. A TBI can cause
permanent brain damage in some cases,
particularly if the injury is severe or if
there are complications such as bleeding
or swelling in the brain. Patients with
mild TBIs (concussions) may only require
monitoring and observation to ensure
symptoms do not worsen. “Close
monitoring of neurological status, vital
signs, and cognitive function is important,
especially in the first 24 to 48 hours after
injury,” it adds. Long-term consequences
of TBI include cognitive impairments
(such as memory problems), emotional
and behavioural changes (such as
depression, anxiety), physical disabilities,
and increased risk of neurodegenerative
diseases later in life, say experts.
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The rise and risks of health insurance in India

minimal definition of universal health

care (UHC) is that quality health care

should be guaranteed to “all members

of the community irrespective of their
ability to pay” — as the Bhore Committee report
put it as early as 1946. Nearly eight decades later,
India is nowhere near this basic goal of human
development, even as many other countries, rich
and poor, have achieved it in substantial
measure.

An illusion is being created today that UHC can
be achieved by expanding health insurance. In
the last 10 years, State-sponsored health
insurance schemes have grown by leaps and
bounds. The Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana
(PMJAY), launched in 2018 under Ayushman
Bharat, is one landmark in this regard. Alongside
PMJAY, every major State has its own State Health
Insurance Programme (SHIP). Most SHIPs are
modelled on PMJAY, with a maximum cover of 5
lakh a household a year. All these insurance
schemes are restricted to in-patient care, with
patients making a choice from a list of
empanelled hospitals, public and private (roughly
half-half). In 2023-24, PMJAY covered 58.8 crore
individuals with an annual budget of about
T12,000 crore (assuming that States contributed
40% of the total, as prescribed). Taken together,
SHIPs covered a similar number and had a
combined budget of at least T16,000 crore. The
grand total of 28,000 crore or so is still a
relatively small portion of public expenditure on
health, but it is growing fast. In Gujarat, Kerala

=

L N

Anfaz Abdul
Vahab

is an independent
researcher

Jean Dréze

is a Visiting Professor
at the Department of
Economics, Ranchi

University, Jharkhand

Odisha Civil Service Examination

private providers are allowed at all, they must be
tightly regulated. India’s health-care system,
however, is dominated by poorly-regulated profit
seekers. Health insurance reinforces this bias
rather than correcting it.

Second, health insurance also tilts the
health-care system towards hospitalisation, when
investments in primary and outpatient care may
be more urgent. Strengthening primary care
would not only ensure accessible treatment but
also reduce unnecessary hospital visits and their
financial burden. The ongoing induction of all
elderly citizens (aged 70 years and above) in
PMJAY, along with the rapid ageing of the
population, involves a risk that expensive tertiary
care will absorb a growing share of public health
expenditure, even as many basic health services
continue to fall short.

Third, there appear to be serious utilisation
problems. Official figures suggest that the
combined coverage of PMJAY and SHIPs is as high
as 80% of the population. However, many people
do not seem to know about the scheme or how to
use it even if they are nominally enrolled. As a
recent analysis of the 2022-23 Household
Consumption Expenditure Survey shows, only
35% of insured hospital patients in that year were
able to use their insurance. Other studies also
report serious utilisation hurdles, especially
among disadvantaged groups. Perhaps this is one
reason why there is no strong evidence linking
PMJAY or SHIPs with a substantial reduction in
out-of-pocket health expenditure.
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annual budget. Many reports have emerged of
private hospitals suspending services to patients
under PMJAY or even withdrawing from the
scheme, as bills remain unpaid for months.
According to a recent statement of the Health
Ministry, in the Lok Sabha, 609 hospitals have
opted out of PMJAY since its inception.

Last but not the least, health insurance
schemes are prone to corruption and abuse. The
INHA recently recommended action against 3,200
hospitals for fraudulent activities under PMJAY.
There are also regular media reports of
irregularities from across the country. These
include eligible patients being denied treatment,
private providers charging insured patients, and
unnecessary procedures being performed to milk
the scheme. These irregularities defeat the
purpose of health insurance by exposing patients
to serious financial and health risks.

Tight monitoring and a battery of audits are
supposed to prevent irregularities, but there is
little evidence that these safeguards are effective.
We were unable to find any trace of audit reports
on the scheme portals. This is one symptom,
among others, of a pervasive lack of transparency
in health insurance.

The system is profit driven

In short, India’s health insurance schemes are a
very poor way of arranging health care, especially
for people who find it difficult to navigate the
system. They cannot make up for India’s
persistent failure to expand and improve public
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health, but it is growing fast. In Gujarat, Kerala
and Maharashtra, States for which relevant data
are available, we found that the SHIP budget had
grown at 8% to 25% a year in real terms between
2018-19 and 2023-24.

The faultlines can deepen

There is no doubt that the PMJAY and SHIPs
provide some relief to poor patients when public
facilities are overcrowded or substandard, by
giving them wider options at reduced cost.
However, these schemes are no substitute for a
sound UHC framework. And they have major
defects, some of which could worsen the fault
lines of India’s health-care system.

First, health insurance promotes for-profit
medicine. About two-thirds of the PMJAY budget
is spent on private, mainly profit-oriented
hospitals (corresponding figures for SHIPs are not
available). A recent study of PMJAY in six major
States found that the scheme made little
difference to hospitalisation rates, but increased
the utilisation of private hospitals. As is well
understood in economics, the profit motive in
health care is highly problematic. If profit-seeking

Health
insurance
schemes are
not a sound
route to
universal
health care
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out-of-pocket health expenditure.

Hospitals and discrimination

Fourth, targeted health insurance schemes create
issues of discrimination between insured and
uninsured patients. Private hospitals prefer an
uninsured patient since commercial charges for
health care are usually higher, often much higher
than the insurance reimbursement rates. One
plausible reason why insurance utilisation is so
low is that private hospitals discourage it in one
way or another. Public hospitals, for their part,
prefer insured patients since they get some
money for their treatment. This creates its own
problems, such as discriminatory treatment and
pressure to enrol for insurance on the spot.

Fifth, health-care providers have their own
complaints about health insurance, including low
reimbursement rates and long delays. The first
complaint may or may not be fair (one would
expect to hear it), but the second is hard to
dismiss. Indeed, the National Health Authority
(NHA) itself revealed a few months ago that
pending dues under PMJAY alone added up to
12,161 crore, more than the scheme’s entire
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persistent failure to expand and improve public
health facilities. No country has achieved UHC on
this sort of foundation.

This is not to deny that social health insurance
is a part of the UHC framework in some
countries. Canada and Thailand are two
examples. But PMJAY and SHIPs lack important
features of social health insurance, such as
universal coverage, and more importantly, a
strong focus on non-profit health-care providers.

India’s profit-driven health-care system reflects
decades of severe under-investment in public
health facilities — few countries beat India in this
regard. According to the World Bank’s latest
World Development Indicators, public
expenditure on health was still as low as 1.3% of
GDP in India in 2022, compared with a world
average of 6.1%. UHC cannot be achieved without
a serious effort to address this deficit and
transform health-care standards in the public
sector. Some Indian States are moving in that
direction, with encouraging results, but immense
gaps remain. Health insurance is little more than
a pain killer for a system that needs proper
healing.
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Noise pollution is rising but policy is falling silent

as one of the most neglected public health

crises of our time. Across Indian cities,
decibel levels routinely exceed permissible limits,
especially near schools, hospitals and residential
zones, eroding the constitutional promise of
peace and dignity.

In 2011, the Central Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) launched the National Ambient Noise
Monitoring Network (NANMN), which was
envisioned as a real-time data platform. A decade
later, the network functions less as a tool for
reform and more as a passive repository. Data are
scattered across dashboards, but meaningful
enforcement remains elusive.

The problem lies not only in flawed sensor
placement (many are mounted 25 to 30 feet high,
in violation of the CPCBE’s 2015 guidelines — but in
a deeper absence of accountability. Whether
biased or incomplete, the available data remains
politically and administratively inert. Contrast
this with Europe, where noise-induced illnesses
and mortality statistics actively shape policy. The
European Environment Agency recently pegged
the annual economic cost of urban noise
pollution at €100 billion, prompting redesigns in
speed zones and zoning frameworks. India, by
contrast, suffers from regulatory fragmentation
and institutional silence. Right to Information
queries go unanswered; State Pollution Control
Boards operate in silos; and even in States such as
Uttar Pradesh, first-quarter 2025 data remains
unavailable to the public.

U rban noise pollution has quietly emerged

Apathy, neglect, serious questions
This is not merely environmental apathy. It
borders on constitutional neglect. Article 21
guarantees the right to life with dignity,
encompassing mental and environmental
well-being. Article 484 mandates proactive
environmental protection. When “silence zones”
become epicentres of noise, it raises serious
questions about state capacity and civic respect.
The Noise Pollution (Regulation and Control)
Rules, 2000 offer a robust legal framework, but
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Urban India
must adopt a
rights-based
approach to
fight growing
noise pollution

enforcement has remained largely symbolic.
According to the World Health Organization, safe
limits in silent zones are 50 dB({A) by day and 40
dB(A) by night. Yet, in cities such as Delhi and
Bengaluru, readings near sensitive institutions
often reach 65 dB(A)-T0 dBIA).

Infrastructure expansion and logistics-driven
traffic have exacerbated the crisis. Late-night
drilling and crane operations continue despite
regulatory restrictions. In 2024, the Supreme
Court of India reaffirmed that environmental
disruptions — including excessive noise — can
infringe upon the fundamental right to life and
dignity under Article 21. In Noise Pollution (V), In
Re, the Court recognised that unchecked urban
noise poses a serious threat to mental well-being
and civic freedom (The case dates back to 2005,
and was referenced and interpreted again by the
Court in 2024, in the context of renewed
concerns over urban noise and its impact on
fundamental rights).

The ecological cost is no less troubling. A 2025
study by the University of Auckland found that
urban noise and artificial light disrupted the sleep
and song patterns of common mynas after just
one night. The birds sang less and with reduced
complexity, impairing their social signalling. This
is not merely an avian concern, it signals a
breakdown in ecological communication systems.
When biodiversity loses its voice, it reflects a
deeper erosion of urban environmental ethics.

Civic fatigue and the politics of silence
Urban noise is not just a technical issue, it is
deeply political. The absence of sustained public
outrage stems from a normalisation of sonic
aggression. Honking, drilling and loudspeakers
have become ambient irritants, tolerated rather
than challenged. This civic fatigue is
compounded by the invisibility of noise as a
pollutant. Unlike smog or garbage, sound leaves
no residue, no visible stain — only a frayed mind
and a disturbed sleep cycle. The result is a quiet
erosion of public health, especially among
children, the elderly, and those with pre-existing

\

conditions.

India’s legal framework, while robust on paper,
suffers from fragmented execution. The Noise
Pollution Rules, 2000 are rarely updated to
reflect urban realities. There is little coordination
between municipal bodies, traffic police and
pollution control boards. A national acoustic
policy akin to the National Ambient Air Quality
Standards is urgently needed. Such a framework
must define permissible decibel levels across
zones, mandate regular audits, and empower
local grievance redress mechanisms. Without
inter-agency synergy, enforcement will remain
sporadic and symbaolic.

Adopt a culture of ‘sonic empathy”
Ultimately, the fight against urban noise is not just
regulatory, it is cultural. Cities must cultivate a
shared ethic of sonic empathy. Public campaigns
should move beyond slogans to immersive
education, in schools, driver training
programmes and community spaces. Just as
seatbelt usage became a norm through sustained
messaging, honking reduction and noise
sensitivity can be socially internalised. Silence is
not the absence of sound, but the presence of
care.

Where, then, must reform begin? First,
decentralise NANMN — grant local bodies access
to real-time noise data and the responsibility to
act.

Second, link monitoring to enforcement —
without penalties, zoning compliance or
construction curbs, data remains performativity.

Third, institutionalise awareness — initiatives
such as “No Honking Day” must evolve into
sustained behavioural campaigns.

Fourth, embed acoustic resilience in urban
planning — cities must be designed not just for
speed and expansion, but for sonic civility.

Silence must not be imposed and must be
enabled through design, governance and
democratic will. Unless India adopts a
rights-based lens to urban noise, its smart cities
may remain unliveable at the level of sound.
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